(Ireland.) 



July 24 1843.-— 7 Vict. 




[AS AMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE, AND ON RE-COMMITMENT] 

To amend and continue the Laws in Ireland relative to the 
Registering of Arms, and the Importation, Manufacture 
and Sale of Arms, Gunpowder and Ammunition. 



^ 3H© it has been found necessary to prevent improper Preamble, 

persons from having Arms in Ireland, and divers Enact- 



ments have from time to time been made for that purpose, and also to 
regulate the Importation, Manufacture and Sale of Arms, Gunpowder 
5 and Ammunition within that part of the United Kingdom : 



And whereas it is expedient to amend the said Enactments, and to 
make further provision for the like purposes ; 



» it therefore Cttncteo, by The QUEEN’s most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the Authority of the same, THAT Twenty-one clear Days Licenses to 
before the commencement of the General Sessions of the Peace to be howto ™ 85 
held next after the commencement of this Act for each county, county 8ppUed for< 
of a city or county of a town, in Ireland, every person residing within 
such county, county of a city or county of a town desirous of keeping 
or then having any Arms, whether registered according to the provi- 
sions of any Act theretofore in force or not, shall deliver or cause to 
be delivered to the Clerk of the Justices at Petty Sessions for the 
district wherein such person shall reside, an application in writing, in 
the Form (A.) in the Schedule to this Act annexed, signed by such 
person, specifying if such person shall be resident in a county at large, 
and not within a city, town or borough, the parish, barony or town- 
469 . a land, 
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land, or, if such person shall be resident in a city, town or borough, 
the parish and street in which he shall he then resident, and the par- 
ticular place or places within such barony, parish or street where he 
usually keeps or intends to keep Arms, and the number and descrip- 
tion of such Arms ; and every such Clerk of Petty Sessions shall, at the 5 
time of the receipt of each application which shall be delivered to 
him under the provisions of this Act, endorse thereon the date of the 
receipt thereof, and also make an entry thereof in a book or books to 
be by him provided for that purpose, and which hook or books shall 
be kept by hint, and be open at all seasonable times to the inspection io 
of every Justice of the Peace, and Provincial Inspector, and County 
Inspector and Sub-Inspector of the constabulary force for such county 
or place, and from which every such Justice, or Provincial or 
County Inspector or Sub-Inspector shall be at liberty to make, from 
time to time, such extracts as he may deem lit ; and each such Clerk 15 
of Petty Sessions shall, Fourteen ,clcar Days before the commence- 
ment of the said General Sessions, transmit all such applications as 
shall have been so received by him to the aeting Clerk of the Peace 
for such county or place; and such Clerk of the Peace shall, Ten 
clear Days before the commencement of such Sessions, make out 20 
a list of all such applications ; and it shall not be lawful for the 
Justices at such Sessions to grant any license to keep Arms under 
the provisions hereinafter contained, except in a case where an appli- 
cation shall have been so delivered or transmitted within such times 
respectively as aforesaid. 



2. 

Applications 
for Licenses, 
where to he 
made. Special 
days and 
hours to he 
appointed for 
hearing appli- 
cations for 
Licenses at 
each Session. 



Provided always, and be it Enacted, That all applications for 
licenses to keep Arms by persons resident in any county at large, shall 
be considered at a General Sessions, or some adjournment thereof, 
holden in the same division of the comity wherein the applicant 
resides; and that the Chairman of the county of Dublin and the P 
Assistant Barrister in each other county, except the county of Cork, 
and the I-Iigh Sheriff of that county, and the Two Assistant Barristers 
for the ridings thereof, and the Clerk of the Peace of the said county 
of Cork, shall, when from time to time fixing and appointing the times 
or days for commencing and holding the several General or Quarter 35 
Sessions in their counties or the ridings thereof respectively, appoint 
One or more Day or Days during each such Sessions, for the considera- 
tion of applications for licenses to keep Arms, and also appoint the 
hour or hours, and place or places, at which on such day or days such 
business is to commence ; and no such application shall be considered 4 ° 
at any other time or place than the time and place so appointed ; and 
the respective Clerks of the Peace for the several counties shall specify 
and distinguish the times and places so appointed for the consideration 
of such applications for licenses to keep Arms during each Session, in 
the notices which they are now by law required to give, of the times 
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and places when and whereat each such Session will be liolden : 
Provided also, That all such applications as shall be made under the 
provisions of this Act, at any Sessions to be liolden after the com- 
mencement of this Act, in and before the time by law appointed for 
5 fixing and appointing the times or clays for commencing or holding the 
said several General or Quarter Sessions, shall and may be considered 
on the days appointed for the consideration of applications for licenses 
to keep Arms during such Sessions, pursuant to the Laws now in force, 
or on such other days as the Assistant-Barrister shall appoint. 

10 And be it Enacted, That every such application so delivered 
shall be produced by the Clerk of the Peace, at the time and place 
so appointed, and shall be read aloud in open court at the said General 
Sessions ; and the Justices then present shall inquire into the fitness of 
the applicant to be licensed under this Act, and may examine him upon 
1.5 oath, if present, or any other person who can testify as to the matter; 
and if such Justices, or the majority of them, shall consider the person 
by or on whose behalf such application shall be made, to be a fit and 
proper person to be licensed under this Act, such Justices shall there- 
upon make an order for granting to such person a license to keep 
20 Arms ; and every such license shall be in the Form (B.) in the Sche- 
dule to this Act annexed, and shall specify the number and description 
of Arms, the keeping of which such license is to authorize, and the 
letters and number to be marked on such Arms as hereinafter provided, 
and the place or places at which such Arms are to be kept, and shall be 
25 signed by Two or more of the Justices making such order, and 
countersigned by the Clerk of the Peace, and delivered to the applicant 
by such Clerk of the Peace, when registered by him as hereinafter 
provided, without fee or reward upon any pretence whatsoever; and 
on the back of every such license an abstract or summary of the 
3 ° duties or obligations by this Act imposed or required of persons licensed 
to keep Arms, and showing the penalties attendant on the infraction 
thereof, to be prepared under the direction of the Chief or Under- 
secretary of the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors 
of Ireland, shall be printed in such manner and form as such Chief or 
35 Under-Secretary shall direct. 

And be it Enacted, That the Clerk of the Peace acting in and for 
each county or place shall, for the purposes of this Act, keep a book 
for every barony or half barony in the case of a county at large, and 
for each parish in the case of a city, town or borough ; in which book 
40 or books the name in alphabetical order, and the place of abode of 
every person licensed to keep Arms under this Act, in such county 
or place, and the quantity and description of Arms comprised in 
each license, and the letters and number marked thereon, and 
the place or places at which such Arms are to be kept, shall be 
registered without any fee or reward ; and such book or books shall be 
469. a 2 kept 
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kept by each Clerk of the Peace at his office ; and it shall be lawful 
for any Justice of the Peace, and Provincial or County Inspector or 
Sub-Inspector of the constabulary force for the same county or place, 
at all seasonable times, to inspect such book and books, anil to make 
such extracts from the same as he shall deem fit. 5 

And be it Enacted, That the said Clerk of the Peace shall, under 
the directions of the Justices at each General or Quarter Sessions, 
revise and correct the register of persons licensed to keep Arms 
under this Act, and shall expunge therefrom the name of every per- 
son whose license shall be forfeited or withdrawn under the pro- 10 
visions of this Act; and the Clerk of the Peace shall, under the 
direction of the Justices at each General or Quarter Sessions, also 
expunge the name of every person of whose death they shall 
receive information upon oath : Provided always, That in ease the 
name of any person shall have been expunged upon the allegation 15 
that he was dead, and it shall afterwards be shown to the Justices 
at Quarter Sessions, or to any Two or more Justices at Petty Sessions, 
that such person is still living, they shall so certify to the said Clerk 
of the Peace, by whom his name shall immediately be restored and 
again placed upon the said register. 20 

And be it Enacted, That each Clerk of the Peace shall make out a 
list of all the persons who may have obtained such licenses at each 
Sessions in the county or place for which he may act, with their 
respective additions and places of abode, within One calendar Month 
next after the Sessions at which such licenses shall have been 25 
obtained, and shall deliver a written or printed copy of such list, upon 
demand, to each Justice of the Peace, Provincial Inspector, and 
County Inspector and Sub-Inspector of the said constabulary force 
for the same county or place. 

And be it Enacted, That if the majority of the Justices so 30 
assembled at the General Sessions of the Peace shall refuse to grant 
such license, the person to whom such license is refused may appeal 
from the decision of such Justices, if in a county of a city or county 
of a town, to the next General Sessions of any county at large 
adjoining to such county of a city or county of a town ; and if in a 35 
county at large, then to the next General Sessions of the Peace of 
the same county ; and the Court of Sessions to which such appeal shall 
be made shall have power to annul, confirm, modify or vary, as to 
such court shall seem fit, the decision against which such appeal shall 
be made, and to grant or refuse such license accordingly; and pend- 40 
ing such appeal the applicant shall deposit the Arms, if any, belonging 
to him, with the nearest Sub-Inspector of the constabulary force, or 
with some licensed dealer in Arms. 

And 
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And be it Enacted, That when a license for the beeping of Arms 
shall be granted to any person under the provisions of this Act the 
person obtaining the same shall produce to such person and at such 
place and within such time as the Justices at the Session whereat sueh 
5 license shall be granted shall direct, the Arms specified in such 
license, together therewith, and such Arms shall be examined and 
compared with such license, and if found to correspond therewith shall 
be marked with such letters as may be appointed by the said Chief or 
Under Secretary of the Lord Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor or 
10 Governors, to denote the county, comity of a city or town, within 
which such Arms shall bo respectively registered, and also with a num- 
ber to indicate tile order of license and registration : and such Arms, 
when duly marked, under die provisions of this Act, shall, with the 
license relating thereto, be re-delivered to the person so licensed; and 
15 all such Arms shall be marked under the superintendence of the 
County-Inspector of tho constabulary force by such person and in such 
manner as tile Inspector-General of the said force shall direct, and 
the expenses attendant thereon shall he defrayed by the Paymaster of 
the said constabulary force for the district. 

ao And be it Enacted, That Twenty-one clear Days before the com- 
mencement of any General Sessions of the Peace, subsequent to 
the General Sessions of tho Peace to be held next after tile com- 
mencement of this Act, for each county, county of a city, or county 
of a town respectively, every person residing within such county, 
25 county of a city or county of a town, desirous of keeping or having 
any Arms for which ho shall not have obtained 11 license under this 
Act, shall and may deliver or cause to be delivered to the Clerk of 
Petty Sessions for the district an application, in like manner and 
form as hereinbefore provided in respect of persons applying for 
3 ° licenses to bo granted at the General Sessions of the Peace to bo 
held next after the commencement of this Act ; and the Justices at 
■such subsequent Sessions shall and may proceed with respect thereto, 
and grant or refuse sucli license, in like manner in all respects ns 
hereinbefore provided in respect of any application considered at 
35 sueh first Sessions ; and the like appeal shall lie from or against 
any decision of such Justices at such subsequent Sessions ; and all 
and every the provisions of this Act in respect of the application 
for and consideration of and granting such licenses at the General 
Sessions to be held next after the passing of this Act, and the 
40 marking of Arms for which licenses may be granted thereat, shall 
apply and extend to tho application for and consideration of and 
granting such licenses at any subsequent Sessions, and to the marking 
of Arms for which licenses may be granted thereat. 
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And be it Enacted, That if any such license shall be by any casualty 
destroyed, defaced or lost, it shall be lawful for the person to whom 
the same shall have been granted to report the same to the Justices 
assembled at Petty Sessions for the district wherein such person may 
reside, or to the Justices assembled at any General or Quarter Ses- 5 
sions for the division or place in which such person shall reside, and 
such Justices shall inquire into the matter, and may, if they think fit, 
examine upon oath such person, or any other person who can testify in 
respect thereof; and if such Justices shall be satisfied of the fact of such 
casualty or loss by such inquiry or examination as aforesaid, they shall, lo 
on the production to them of a certificate under the hand of the Clerk 
of the Peace, setting out so much of the registry hook as may relate to 
such license (and which certificate lie is hereby required to deliver 
without fee or reward, or upon view of the registry-book hereinbefore 
directed to be kept by the Clerk of the Peace), grant to such person 15 
a certificate, in the Form (C.) in the Schedule to this Act annexed, 
under the hands of Two or more of them, reciting such loss, and setting 
out the purport and effect of the license so lost, defaced or destroyed; 
and such certificate shall be in lieu and stead thereof, and of like force 
and effect; and the Clerk of such Petty Sessions shall transmit a notice 20 
of the granting of every such certificate to the Clerk of the Peace, 
who shall make a note thereof in the registry hook hereinbefore directed 
to be kept by him. 

And be it Enacted, That so often as any person who shall have 
any license to keep Arms granted under this Act shall change his 25 
place of abode, such person shall, within Two Months after such change, 
produce before One or more Justices of the Peace at Petty Sessions 
for the district in which his new abode may bo situate, his license or 
the certificate granted as aforesaid in lieu thereof; and such Justice 
or Justices shall cause a description of such new place of abode to 3 ° 
be endorsed on such license or certificate, and subscribe the same; 
and the Clerk of such Petty Sessions shall transmit a notice of such 
change and of such endorsement having been made to the Clerk of the 
Peace for the county or place in which such person was resident at 
the time of granting such license, who shall make a note thereof in the 35 
registry book hereinbefore directed to be kept by him ; and in case any 
person who shall have any such license granted as aforesaid shall change 
his place of abode, and shall not within Two Months after such 
change produce his license or certificate before the Justice or Justices 
at Petty Sessions as aforesaid, in order that the same may be endorsed 40 
as aforesaid, he shall forfeit any sum not exceeding Five Pounds. 

And he it Enacted, That any person who shall, after the General 
Sessions of the Peace to be holden Twenty-one clear Days next after 
the commencement of this Act for the county, county of a city or 

county 
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county of a town within which he shall reside, havein his custody or 
possess, on any Am. w.thout having obtained a license for suclr Arms 
duly granted to Inn, pursuant to the provisions of this Act and then 

T hTh I 7 Pel ' SOn 7° Sha " aftei ' ‘ I,e of the time 

5 hnnted by the Jus trees ns hereinbefore provided for marking the Arms 

wh,ch he may be licensed to keep, have in his custody or possession, 
any Arms not duly marked as aforesaid, shall, „ p „n being com 
vreted thereof for the First offence forfeit any snm not exceeding Ten 
Pounds, and for the becond and every other offence shall forfeit any 
,0 snm not exceed,,, g Twenty Pounds ; and all such Arms shall in every 
such case of a hirst or other offence be forfeited to the use of Her 
Majesty, Her heirs and successors, if the magistrate before who,,, 
such conviction shall take place shall so think fit. 

Provided dways, and be it Enacted, That nothing herein contained 
>5 lelatln S t0 «><» possession of Anns not duly marked, or to the posses- tomS,n,Jt r i 
S1011 of Arms without a license to keep the same, shall be construed to 
apply or extend to any licensed manufacturer of or dealer in Arms, nor 
to any person while actually employed by any such licensed manufac- 
turer of or dealer in Arms, to carry or convey Arms for the pur- 
se poses of his trade: Provided also, That nothing herein contained 
relating to the possession of Arms without a license shall apply or 
extend to any person while employed by a person having such a 
license to carry or convey Arms to or from the residence of such 
licensed person, or to or from the place of business of any licensed 
S5 maker of or dealer in Arms for the purposes of sale or repair. 

. A “ d be . !t EnactotJ > That "'hen person shall he found carry- oi&'its 
ing Arms, it shall he lawful for any Justice of the Peace, or County iSl'IiF'”' 
Inspector, Sub-Inspector, Head or other Constable of the consta- "5 l ° 
bulary for ce, to examine such Arms, so as to ascertain the number t'-uen-c ii-vl 
30 and letters marked thereon, and to require the person so found Sw 
carrying Arms to tell his Christian name, surname, and place of 
nbode ; and in case such person shall, after being so required, refuse 
to allow such Arms to he so examined, or shall refuse to tell his 
Christian name, surname, and place of abode, it shall he lawful for 
35 the Justice of the Peace, or County Inspector, Sub-Inspector, Head 
or other Constublc of the constabulary force so requiring as afore- 
said, and also for any person acting by his order and ill his aid, to 
seize such Anns and apprehend such offender, and to convey hiui or 
cause him to be conveyed as soon as conveniently may be before a 
40 ushce of the Peace; and such Justice may, if he shall so think 
J, require the person so apprehended and brought before him to 
give sufficient security, by recognizance or otherwise, for his appear- 
ance at the Petty Sessions for the district, to answer such complaint as 
■nay he there made against him, and in default thereof shall and may 
commit such person to any gaol, bridewell, house of correction, or 
A 4 olher 
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other prison in the same county, there to remain until the meeting of 
such Petty Sessions : Provided always, That no person so apprehended 
shall on any pretence whatsoever be detained for a longer period than 
Twelve Hours from the time of his apprehension until he shall he 
brought before some Justice of the Peace; and that if lie cannot, on 5 
account of the absence or distance of the residence ol any such Justice 
of the Peace, or owing to any other reasonable cause, bo brought 
before a Justice of the Peace within such Twelve 'Hours as aforesaid, 
then the person so apprehended shall be discharged, but may never- 
theless be proceeded against for his oflence by summons, accord- l0 
ing to the provisions hereinafter mentioned, as if 110 such apprehension 
had taken place ; Provided also, That if security as aforesaid he 
not required, or, being required, shall be given, or if the person so 
apprehended shall be discharged, the said Arms so seized shall be 
restored. 15 

And be it Enacted, That any person carrying Arms who shall 
refuse to allow any Justice, or County Inspector, Sub-Inspector, Head 
or other Constable of the constabulary force so requiring to exa- 
mine the same, or who shall refuse to tell his Christian name, 
surname, and place of abode, or who shall give any false or fictitious 20 
Christian name, surname, or place of abode, shall forfeit any sum not 
exceeding Five Pounds. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That no person shall be liable 
to the penalty or forfeiture aforesaid in respect of any Arms found in 
his custody or possession, for which he shall not have obtained a 25 
license duly granted to him pursuant to the provisions of this Act 
until after the first General Sessions of the Peace for the county or 
place wherein he may reside, holden Twenty-one clear Days next after 
the time when such Anns shall have come into his custody or pos- 
session, provided he shall have purchased or obtained the same from 30 
a licensed dealer in or maker of Arms, or from a person duly licensed 
to keep Arms, and shall, within Seven Days after purchasing or 
obtaining the same, have lodged with the Clerk of the Petty Sessions, 
or with any Sub-Inspector or Head Constable of the said consta- 
bulary force for the district wherein he may resido, a declaration in 35 
the Form (D.) in the Schedule to this Act annexed, signed by himself 
and by the person from whom lie shall have purchased or obtained 
the same, specifying the number and description of the said Arms, 
and the date when the same came into his possession ; and the said 
Clerk of the Petty Sessions, Sub-Inspector or Head Constable shall 4° 
endorse on every such declaration the date of the delivery thereof, and 
preserve the same, and shall, without fee or reward, sign and deliver 
an acknowledgment in writing of such notice to the party lodging 
such declaration, 



And 
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And be it Enacted, That upon information of the decease of any 
person who shall have obtained a license to keep Arms under the 
provisions of this Act, and upon the production of such license and 
the Arms to which the same may refer, it shall be lawful for any One 
^ or more Justices at Petty Sessions for the district wherein he may have 
resided, to assign and transfer the license of such deceased person 
by endorsement thereon under his or their hands and seals to any person 
they may think fit, who may apply to them for that purpose, being a 
member of the family of the deceased person ; and by virtue of such 
10 endorsement the person named and described in such endorsement shall 
be deemed and taken to be duly licensed to keep the Arms mentioned 
in such license until the General Sessions of the Peace to be held 
Twenty-one clear Days next after the date of such endorsement, but no 
longer; and the Clerk of the Petty Sessions shall transmit notice of the 
15 decease of every such licensed person and of the endorsement of his 
license to the Cleric of the Peace, for the county or place in which 
such deceased person was resident at the time of granting such license, 
who shall make a note thereof in the registry hereinbefore directed 
to be kept by him : Provided always, That in case the said Justice 
20 or Justices shall not think fit to assign such license, they shall cause 
the Arms to be deposited with the Sub-Inspector of the constabulary 
force for the said county or place, or with some licensed dealer in 
Arms, until a license shall be obtained to keep such Arms, or until 
the same shall be sold : Provided also, That no member of the family 
2 5 of a person deceased, who had at the time of his decease a license to 
keep Arms, shall be liable to any penalty for having such Arms, until 
after the General Sessions of the Peace, to be held Twenty-one clear 
Days next after the decease of such licensed person, unless he shall 
have been required by some Justice of the Peace or other Peace Officer 
30 to deposit such Arms with the Sub-Inspector of the constabulary force, 
or with some licensed dealer in Arms, and shall have refused or 
neglected so to do, or shall not have obtained a transfer license from 
the Justices at Petty Sessions. 

And be it Enacted, That whensoever any person licensed to keep 
35 Arms under this Act shall sell or dispose of the same, or any of them, 
he shall within Seven Days next after so selling or disposing of the 
same deliver to the Clerk of the Petty Sessions, or to any Sub-In- 
spector or Head Constable of the said constabulary force for the 
district wherein he may reside, a notice in the Form (E.) in the 
40 Schedule to this Act annexed, stating therein the name and abode 
of the person to whom he may have so sold or disposed of such 
Arms, and the time when, and the Arms so sold or disposed of ; 
and every such Clerk of Petty Sessions, Sub-Inspector or Head 
469. B Constable 
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Constable shall endorse on every such notice the date ot‘ the delivery 
thereof, and preserve all such notices, and shall sign and deliver, 
without, fee or reward, to the party delivering’ any such notice, an 
acknowledgment thereof in writing ; and if any person licensed to 
keep Arms shall sell or dispose of his Arms, or any of them, without 5 
giving, within the period before limited, such notice as aforesaid, he 
shall for such offence forfeit any sum not exceeding Five Pounds. 

And be it Enacted, That every person licensed under this Act to 
keep Arms shall from time to time, but not oftencr than Once in every 
Three Months, when thereto required by any Two or more Justices 10 
at Petty Sessions within their respective jurisdictions, by warrant 
under their bands and seals, produce to any Sub-Inspector or Head 
Constable of the said constabulary force named in such warrant, upon 
demand made at the place of keeping such Arms, the Arms which he 
shall have been so licensed to keep ; and in case such person shall 15 
not have the Anns which he may have been licensed to keep, he shall 
so state to the Sub-Inspector or Head Constable ; and any licensed 
person who being so required to produce bis Anns shall not pro- 
duce the same pursuant to such warrant as aforesaid, or account for 
the same to the satisfaction of such Justices, shall be subject to the 20 
penalty hereinbefore provided against persons having Arms without a 
license to keep the same. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the Justices 
of the Peace at any General Sessions of the Peace, on the application 
of any Justice of the Peace or Peace Officer, to withdraw, if they shall 25 
think fit, any license for the keeping of Arms theretofore granted from 
any person whom they may deem an improper person to be intrusted 
with Arms, provided that such license shall not bo withdrawn unless 
Fourteen clear Days’ notice of such application, and of the grounds 
upon which it is alleged such person ought to be deemed an improper 30 
person, according to a Form in the Schedule to this Act annexed, 
shall have been served on the person against whom such application 
shall be made, either personally or by leaving the same at his 
dwelling-house; and in case such Justices shall decide on with- 
drawing any such license from any such person, they shall cause 35 
a notice to be served on such person, or to be left at the dwelling- 
house or other place specified in the said registry to be then the abode 
of such person, signed by any Two of the Justices of such Session, 
and countersigned- by the Clerk of the Peace, under their authority, 
that such license is withdrawn : Provided always, That such Justices 40 
shall not decide upon any other grounds than one or more of the 
grounds of which notice shall have been given as aforesaid. 

And 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



( 11 ) 

And be it Enacted, That if any person whose license may be so 
withdrawn shall not, within Seven Days after service of or leaving 
such notice thereof, deliver to some neighbouring Justice of the 
Peace, at his place of abode, or to the County or Sub-Inspector of 
5 the constabulary force for such county or place, the license granted 
to such person, and all such Arms as were thereby authorized to be 
kept, or account for the same to the satisfaction of the Justices at 
Petty Sessions for the district, such person shall be subject and liable 
to the penalty hereinbefore provided against persons having Arms 
io without a license to keep the same, except when it shall appear to 
the Magistrates before whom such offence is prosecuted, that the 
delay arose from accidental circumstances, and not from wilful 
neglect; and all such Arms so delivered up shall be forthwith 
deposited with the County or Sub-Inspector of the said constabulary 
15 force for such county or place, who shall either retain the Arms 
which he shall so receive, or deposit the same with some licensed 
dealer in Arms for sale, according to the desire of the owner thereof. 

And be it Enacted, That if information in writing shall be given 
to any Two or more Justices of the Peace for any county, county of 
2Q a city or town, oil the oath of One or more credible witness or 
witnesses, that to the best of his or their knowledge or belief) any 
person is in the possession of Arms without a license to keep the same, 
or that any person licensed under this Act is in the possession of 
Arms not specified in such license, or not duly marked, or that any 
25 person is in the possession of Arms whose license to keep the same 
shall have been withdrawn, or that pikes or pike-heads are in the 
house, grounds or premises of any person in such county, county of 
a city or town, it shall and may be lawful for such Justices of the Peace 
to enter and search, or by warrant under their hands and seals to 
30 authorize and empower any Sub-Inspector or Head Constable of the 
said constabulary force therein named, with any men of such force, 
to enter and search the house, grounds and premises of and belonging 
to such person ; and in case admission shall be refused or not obtained 
within a reasonable time after it shall have been demanded, to enter 
35 by force into such house, grounds and premises, and every part 
thereof, and if any Arms shall be found in the possession of any such 
person not having a license to keep the same, or whose license shall 
have been withdrawn, or if any Arms shall be found in the house, 
grounds or premises of such person not specified in his license, or not 
40 duly marked, or if any pikes or pike-heads shall be found on such 
search, to seize and carry away the same for the use of Her Majesty : 
Provided always, That no such warrant shall be executed between 
sunset and sunrise, except in the presence of a Justice of the Peace, 
or between sunrise and sunset, except in the presence of a Justice of 
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the Peace, or a County or Sub-Inspector of the said constabulary 
force. 

And be it Enacted, That whenever any Two or more Justices of 
the Peace in any county, county of a city or town in Ireland, shall 
have reasonable grounds of suspicion that any person or persons within 5 
such county, county of a city or town, is or are unlawfully in possession 
of Anns, or that any pikes or pike-heads are in any house or place 
within such county, county of a city or town, such Justices of the 
Peace shall transmit to the Lord Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor 
or Governors of Ireland for the time being, a report signed by them to 
of such suspicion, with the grounds and reasons thereof, and upon the 
receipt of such report it shall and may be lawful for such Lord Lieu- 
tenant, or other Chief Governor or Governors, by warrant under the 
hand of his or their Chief or Under Secretary, to authorize and require 
such Justices or any other Justice, or any County or Suh-lnspector, 15 
or Head Constable of the constabulary force therein named, with any 
men of such force, acting under the order of one or more Justice or 
Justices to be named in such warrant, to enter and search, within a 
time to be specified in such warrant, all houses and places within 
and throughout such county, county of a city or town, or any parish, 20 
barony or half-barony of such county, county of a city or town, or 
such part thereof respectively as shall be specified in such warrant, 
and in case admission shall be refused, or not obtained within a 
reasonable time, to enter by force into any such house or place, and 
if any Arms, pikes or pike-heads kept contrary to the provisions of 25 
this Act shall be found therein, to seize and carry away the same to 
the use of Her Majesty : Provided always, That no such warrant shall 
be executed between sunset and sunrise, except in the presence of a 
Justice of the Peace, or a County or Sub-Inspector of the said con- 
stabulary force. 20 

And be it Enacted, That every person in whose possession any 
pike or pike-head shall be found, upon any search authorized to be 
made by this Act, being thereof convicted by due course of law, shall 
be deemed guilty of a Misdemeanor, and shall, for the first offence, 
be imprisoned for any period not exceeding Twelve calendar Months, 35 
and lor the second and every other offence, be liable to be imprisoned 
for any period not exceeding Three Years, unless such person shall 
prove to the satisfaction of the court before which bo shall be tried 
for the said offence that such weapon as aforesaid was in his pos- 
session for some lawful purpose, or without his knowledge, privity or 40 
consent. 

And be it Enacted, That from and after the commencement of this 
Act it shall not be lawful for any person to import or bring into Ire- 
land 
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land any gun, pistol or other fire-arms, or any lock, stock, barrel, or 
other part of any gun, pistol or other fire-arms, or any bullets, gun- 
powder or ammunition, without having first obtained a license for 
that purpose, under the hand of the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief 
Governor or Governors of Ireland, or his or their Chief or Under 
Secretary, which license shall be in force for such time as shall be 
therein limited, and shall specify the number and particular kind 
of guns, pistols or other Arms, or of locks, stocks, barrels or other 
parts thereof, and the quantity of bullets, gunpowder or ammunition 
thereby licensed to be imported or brought. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for any 
subject of Her Majesty coining into Ireland to import or bring such 
Arms as are usually carried for personal defence or for sporting, but 
no other, upon registering such Arms, and the name and usual or 
intended place of abode of such person, with the Chief Officer of the 
port where such person shall land, and obtaining from such officer a 
license for the same, which license shall be granted without any fee 
or reward, and shall authorize and empower such person to keep such 
Arms without incurring any of the penalties or forfeitures of this Act, 
until the General Sessions of the Peace to he holden Twenty-one clear 
Days next after the date thereof, for the County or place wherein such 
person shall reside, and for such further period, not exceeding Six 
calendar Months, as may be limited by any Two or more Justices of 
the Peace assembled at Petty Sessions for the district wherein such 
person may abide, and which they are hereby authorized to limit on 
the application of such person, and upon proof of his not being per- 
manently resident in Ireland. 

And be it Enacted, That if any person shall, contrary to the pro- 
visions of this Act, import or bring into Ireland any gun, pistol or other 
fire-arms, or any stock, lock, barrel or other part of any gun, pistol or other 
fire-arms, or any bullets, gunpowder or ammunition, all such articles 
shall be forfeited to Her Majesty, and shall and may be seized by any 
Justice of the Peace or Peace Officer, or by any Officer of Her Ma- 
jesty’s Excise or Customs ; and all such articles shall, when so seized, be 
deposited in such place or places as shall be appointed for the purpose 
by the said Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors ; 
and every importer or bringer thereof, whether owner thereof or not, 
shall for every such importation or bringing forfeit any sum not 
exceeding Ten Pounds. 

And be it Enacted, That from and after the commencement of this 
Act no person shall make or manufacture any gunpowder in Ireland, 
unless such person shall obtain a license for such purpose under the 
band of the said Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Gover- 
nors, or his or their Chief or Under Secretary ; and the place where 
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such gunpowder is to he made or manufactured, and every store or 
place belonging to such manuiactu rer or other poison in vvhich such 
gunpowder is to be kept, shall bo set forth and described in such 
license, together with the name of the person superintending the work 
at the mills of such maker or manufacturer of gunpowder ; and if , 
such maker or manufacturer of gunpowder shall lmve any office or 
place of delivery, separate from such mills, the name of ihu person to 
whom the gunpowder shall ho consigned at such office, and the place 
where such office is situated, shall also he sot forth and described in 
such license; and if any person shall, after the commencement of this ]0 
Act, make or manufacture any gunpowder in Ireland, without being 
so licensed for that purpose, every such person shall for every such 
offence forfeit the sum of Fifty Pounds; and all gunpowder, and all 
materials for making the same, found in the possession of or in any 
house or other place belonging to such oflcnder, shall he forfeited to the 15 
use of Her Majesty. 

And be it Enacted, That from and after the commencement of this 
Act no person, not being duly licensed to manufacture gunpowder as 
aforesaid, shall deal in or sell gunpowder by retail or otherwise, in 
Ireland, unless ho shall have obtained a license for that purpose, from 20 
the said Lord Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor or Governors of 
Ireland, or his or their Chief or Under Secretary; and no such 
license shall be granted without a certificate, under the hands ami 
seals of Two or more Justices of the Peace in Petty Sessions assembled, 
for the district within which such person shall carry on such trade, in 25 
the Form (F.) in the Schedule to this Act annexed, that such person 
is a proper person to obtain the same, and that his stores are secure, 
and fit for the purpose of keeping gunpowder ; mid any person who 
shall sell gunpowder, by retail or otherwise, without being licensed for 
that purpose, or without being licensed to manufacture gunpowder as 30 
aforesaid, shall forfeit for every such offence the sum of Fifty Pounds; 
and all gunpowder, and every cask or vessel in which the same shall 
be contained, found in the possession of, or in any house or other 
place belonging to, such person, shall be forfeited to the use of Her 
Majesty. 35 

And be it Enacted, That every maker of, or dealer in gunpowder, his 
agent or servant, shall, before selling or delivering any quantity of gun- 
powder to any person, require such person to produce a license autho- 
rizing him to make, deal in, or sell gunpowder, or to keep Arms ; or in 
case such gunpowder shall be wanted for the purpose- of mining or blast- 40 
ing, a certificate to be obtained as hereinafter mentioned, under the 
hands of One or more Justices of the Peace, that such gunpowder 
is to be applied to such purpose, and in the case of gunpowder 
required for mining or blasting, shall endorse on such certifi- 
cate 
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cate the quantity so sole! or deliverer!, and the time when, and shall 
sign his name thereto ; and if any maker of or dealer in gunpowder, 
its agent or servant, shall sell or deliver any quantity of gunpowder to 
any person, without the production of such a license or certificate, or 
5 shall neglect to endorse on such certificate the quantity so sold or 
delivered, and the till® when, and to sign llis name thereto, he slmll for 
the First such oUeneo forfeit any sum not exceeding Five Pounds, 
mid for any Second offence lie shall forfeit any sum not exceeding 
Ten Pounds, and the license of such maker or dealer , shall become 
10 void. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for any One A Cortiiicato 
or more Justices of the Peace, upon the application of any person 
desirous of purchasing gunpowder for the purpose of minin* or fo1 ' <w 

ii • , . . , . 1 1=1 blnstincnuiy 

blasting - , to grant to such person a certificate m the Form (Gf.) in the tic granted fiy 
15 Schedule to this Act annexed, authorizing such person to purchase T ' ,0 ' T ” sl ™- 
any quantity ot gunpowder to he specified in such certificate to be 
applied to such purpose, upon being satisfied that such gunpowder is 
wanted for such purpose, and that the applicant is, in his or their 
judgment a fit person to be entrusted therewith. 

20 And he it Enacted, That from and after the commencement of this No Gun- 
Act no person, unless duly licensed to make or manufacture, or sell KmSo., 
or deal in gunpowder, or to keep Arms, shall keep any bullets or 
ammunition or gunpowder, except for the purpose of mining or l ,eKOm - 
blasting, by virtue of such certilicate as aforesaid ; and that any person 
•25 not so licensed, or not having such certificate, in whose custody or 
possession any gunpowder, bullets or ammunition whatever shall 
be found, shall forfeit the same to the use of Her Majesty, and 
shall also incur the like penalty and forfeiture as hereinbefore provided 
against persons in whose custody or possession Arms shall be found, 

30 without a license to keep the same. 

33 - 

And be it Enacted, That every maker of and dealer in Arms, who Notfce ahull 
shall send out any Arms, shall, within Twenty-four Hours thereafter, ?Sg‘ont 
give notice in writing thereof at the nearest police or constabulary E^imMiio 
station, and shall send all such Arms, either uncovered or in packages, nmi,ked ' 

35 conspicuously marked with the word “Arms;” and if any such manu- 
facturer or dealer shall send out any Arms, and shall neglect to give 
such notice within such time as aforesaid, or shall send out any Arms 
covered, and without being so marked, such manufacturer or dealer so 
offending shall forfeit any sum not exceeding Ten Pounds. 

40 And be it Enacted, That every person licensed to manufacture or self Notice shall 
gunpowder who shall send out any quantity thereof, exceeding Twenty- sem/ing'out 
five Pounds’ weight, shall, within Twenty-four Hours thereafter, give GH “ ll0Wtler ‘ 
notice in writing thereof at the nearest police or constabulary station, 
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and that, with every quantity of gunpowder exceeding the weight 
aforesaid so sent, a manifest shall be sent, expressing the quantity 
sent, and whether in barrels, half-barrels or quarter-barrels, and the 
places from which and to which it is sent, which manifest shall be 
dated and signed by the maker of such gunpowder, or his superin- 5 
tendent ; and if any person licensed to manufacture or sell gunpowder 
shall send out any quantity thereof exceeding the weight aforesaid, 
and shall neglect to give such notice within such time as aforesaid, or 
if any quantity exceeding the weight aforesaid shall be sent without 
such manifest, or if any greater quantity of gunpowder than what is 10 
expressed in such manifest shall be so sent, or if the gunpowder 
therein mentioned shall be sent to any other place than to the place 
mentioned in such manifest, the person sending the same shall forfeit 
any sum not exceeding Twenty Pounds. 

And be it Enacted, That nil gunpowder exceeding Twenty-five 15 
Pounds’ weight, which shall be removed from any part of Ireland to 
any other part of the same, shall be made up in casks with the word 
“ Gunpowder” marked thereon in large letters, upon pain of forfeiting 
the same to Her Majesty ; and that it shall be lawful for any person to 
seize and carry to Her Majesty’s stores any quantity of gunpowder 20 
exceeding Twenty-live Pounds’ weight, which shall not be so made 
up and marked ; and the person who shall have caused such gun- 
powder to he carried without being so made up or marked, shall 
forfeit for each such offence any sum not exceeding Twenty Pounds. 

And be it Enacted, That if any person having a license to deal in 25 
or sell gunpowder, or to keep Arms, or any such certificate to obtain 
gunpowder for blasting, or any certificate given in lieu of a license to 
keep Arms, shall lend or permit the same to he used for the purpose 
of procuring gunpowder or ammunition for the use of any other person, 
or if any gunpowder or ammunition bought in the name of any person 3 ° 
so licensed shall, with the consent of such person, be carried, brought 
or delivered to any other person, not being licensed, or if any gun- 
powder procured for the purpose of mining or blasting shall be applied 
to any other purpose, with the knowledge or consent of the person 
holding such certificate, the person so licensed or the person holding 35 
such certificate, and also the person so applying such gunpowder to 
any other purposes, shall forfeit any sum not exceeding Twenty 
Pounds. 

And be it Enacted, That every maker or manufacturer of gun- 
powder, and every person dealing in or selling the same in Ireland, 4 ° 
shall, within Thirty Days after the commencement of this Act, return 
an account to the County Inspector, Sub-Inspector or Head Constable 
of the constabulary force for the district in which ho shall reside, of all 

the 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




( 17 ) 

.he stock of gunpowder then in his possession, describing ft, place or 
pieces where the same shall be kept, and the packages containing the 
same and shall provide a book in which such quantity shall be entered 
and shall from time to time in the First Week of ever, calendar Month’ 
5 roake ’ 0r Cause 10 be made . a like return and like entry; and evere 
such maker or mahu&cturer or dealer in gunpowder by wholesale or 
retail shall also enter, or cause to be entered, in a separate book to be 
by him for that purpose provided, and which shall be kept in such 
form as shall bo from time to time directed by the Inspector- 
to General of the constabulary force, and distinguished by the name 
of The Book of Sales, an account of every parcel of gunpowder 
sold or disposed of, or delivered, with the time when, and to 
whom ; and it shall he lawful for any person authorized by the 
said Inspector-General of the constabulary force, or for any 
15 Justice of the Peace, or County Inspector or Sub-Inspector of the 
constabulary force, at all reasonable times to have access to such 
hooks, and to examine the stock of such maker or seller of van- 
powder, and compare and balance the same with the account kept 
in such hooks ; and the several County Inspectors, Sub-Inspectors or 
20 Head Constables to whom such accounts and returns shall be 
rendered, shall from time to time transmit the same to the said 
Inspector-General, as they may be by him directed; and if any 
such maker or manufacturer of or dealer, in gunpowder shall not 
make such returns, or shall not truly make the same, or shall not 
85 keep such books, or shall not truly make, or cause to be made 
such entries therein, or shall not after demand produce such books 
to any person hereby or by such Inspector-General authorized as afore- 
said, or shall not permit any such person to inspect the same, or to 
examme his stock, he shall for the first offence forfeit any sum not 
30 exceeding Ten Pounds, and for any second offence shall forfeit any 
sum not exceeding Twenty Pounds. 
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And be it Enacted, That from and after the commencement of this 
Act no person shall make, mend, repair or keep for or expose to sale kadfor 
in Ireland, by way of auction or otherwise, any gnn, musket, pistol or 5*gT 
35 other fire-arms, or any part thereof, without a license from the Chief A ”"’ 
or Under-Secretary of the said Lord Lieutenant or other Chief 
Governor or Governors ; and no such license shall be granted with- 
out a certificate under the hands and seals of One or more Justices 
of the Peace in Petty Sessions in the Form (H.) in the Schedule to this 
40 Act annexed, that such person is a proper person to obtain the 
same ; and if any person shall make, mend, repair, or keen f- 
expose to sale, any gon, musket, pistol or other fire-ai 
thereof, without being so licensed, every such offender 
any sum not exceeding Fifty Pounds. 

469. c 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




,3a- 

Prank, y on 
Pl'l’SODB 
making tn 1 
assisting in 
making Pikes, 
&c. without 
License. 



40 * 
Monthly 
Account of 
Arms sold, 
Ace., shall bo 
kept and 
returned to 
Sub- 

Inspector of 
Constabulary 
Force. 



Books may 
be examined. 



Penalty on 
Default, &c. 
Twenty 
Pounds. 



41. 

Licenses 
under this 
Act may bo 
suspended on 
notice from 
Chief or 
Under- 
secretary to 
party 
licensed. 



Penalty on 
making or 
selling Gun* 
ponder 



( IB ) 

And be it Enacted, That any person who shall make or assist in 
making any pike or pike-head, shall, being thereof lawfully convicted, 
be adjudged guilty of a Misdemeanor, and lie liable to be imprisoned 
for any term not exceeding Three Years, with or without hard labour : 
Provided always, That nothing heroin contained shall extend or be 5 
construed to extend to any persons having or making such weapons 
as aforesaid, in the service or for tire use of Her Majesty, Her heirs 
and successors. 



And be it Enacted, That every person licensed as last aforesaid, 
who shall make, repair or sell any gun, pistol or other fire-arms, or any 10 
part thereof, shall keep a hook, in which he shall enter or cause to 
be entered a monthly account of all such articles made, sold or repaired 
by such person, and to or for whom the same were sold or repaired, 
and the respective limes when, and shall every month return a copy 
of such account to the County Inspector, Sub -Inspector or Head 15 
Constable of the constabulary force for the district, who shall transmit 
the same to the Inspector- General ol the said force ; and it shall 
be lawful for any person empowered lor that purpose by the said 
Inspector-General, or lor any Justice of the Peace, or County In- 
spector or Sub-Inspector of the constabulary force, at all reasonable 20 
times, on demand, to have access to such book to examine the 
same; and if any person licensed as last aforesaid making, repair- 
ing or selling any such article shall not keep such book, or shall not truly 
enter or cause to be entered therein such account as aforesaid, or shall 
omit to make any such return as aforesaid, or shall not, after demand, 25 
produce such book to any person hereby or by the said Inspector- 
General authorized as aforesaid, or shall not permit such person to exa- 
mine the same, he shall for the first offence forfeit any sum not 
exceeding Ten Pounds, and for any second offence shall forfeit any sum 
not exceeding Twenty Pounds. 3 ° 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That it shall and may be 
lawful for the Chief or Under Secretary of the Lord Lieutenant or 
other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland, by an order in writing 
under his hand, from time to time, whenever and so often as shall seem 
expedient, and for such period of time as shall be expressed in such 35 
order, to recall, annul, suspend or prohibit fho acting' under the 
authority of any license to make, manufacture or deal in and 
sell gunpowder, or to make, repair or sell Arms, granted under 
this Act ; and the party to whom such order shall relate shall be 
served with notice of the sains by the delivery of a copy thereof to 40 
such party in person, or by a copy thereof being left at the shop or 
warehouse of such party ; and any person so licensed and served with 
such order who shall, at any time whilst such order shall be in force, 
make, manufacture, deal in or sell gunpowder, or make, repair or sell 

Arms, 
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Arms, shall be considered as dealing in or manufacturing the same 
without license ; and all gunpowder and Arms, and parts of Arms, in 
the possession of such person shall and may be seized to the use of Her 
Majesty by or under the warrant of any Justice of the Peace, or by 
5 any Officer of Her Majesty’s Revenue of Customs or Excise. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful to and for any 
Justice of the Peace within his jurisdiction to enter and search, or by 
warrant under his hand and seal to authorize any County Inspector, 
Sub-Inspector or Head Constable of the said constabulary force 
10 therein named, with any men of the said force, to enter and search 
any house, place, ship, boat or vessel in which such Justice shall, 
from information on oath, have reasonable grounds to suspect any 
Arms, ammunition or gunpowder to be deposited by or for the use 
of any person importing the same contrary to this Act; and in case 
15 admission shall be refused or not obtained within a reasonable time, 
to enter by force into any such house, place, ship, boat or vessel ; and 
if any such Arms, ammunition or gunpowder shall be found therein, 
by them contrary to the provisions of this Act, to seize and carry away 
the same : Provided always, That no such warrant shall be executed 
20 between sunset and sunrise, except in the presence of a Justice of the 
Peace. 

And be it Enacted, That whenever any Justice or other person shall 
seize or carry away any Arms, ammunition, gunpowder or weapons 
under the authority of this Act, he shall, unless herein otherwise 
25 provided, with all convenient despatch deliver the same to the nearest 
County or Sub-Inspector of the said constabulary force, who shall 
transmit the same to one of Her Majesty’s storehouses, or to the 
officer commanding the nearest detachment of Her Majesty’s troops, 
to be by him transmitted as aforesaid ; and such Justice or other 
30 person as aforesaid shall, immediately after he shall have so seized 
or carried away any Arms, ammunition, gunpowder or weapons as 
aforesaid, transmit to the said Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Gover- 
nor or Governors, or to his or their Chief or Under Secretary, a 
written account of the number and nature and amount thereof, and 
35 of the place where, and the person from whom the same were respec- 
tively seized. 

And be it Enacted, That all offences whatsoever, which by virtue or 
under the authority of this Act are or shall be subject to or punishable 
with any pecuniary penalty, fine or forfeiture not exceeding Twenty 
40 Pounds, shall and may in every case, be heard, adjudged and 
determined in a summary way by and before Two or more Justices 
of the Peace in Petty Sessions assembled of the county, town or 
place within whose jurisdiction such offence shall have been com- 
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mitted, or the cause of complaint arisen, or in which the party 
offending or complained against shall happen to he ; and upon 
complaint being made before any One Justice of the Peace as 
aforesaid, of any offence against the provisions of this Act, he shall 
issue a summons requiring the party offending 01 complained against 5 



Penalty to bn 
recovered by 
distress and 
Milo of 
Offender's 
Goods. 



If no GoodB 
or Chattels, 
Offender may 
be imprisoned. 



to appear at the Petty Sessions of the district, at a time and place 
to be named in such summons ; and every such summons shall be 
served on the party offending or complained against, or lcit at his last 
place of residence or of business; and the Justices at such Petty 
Sessions shall, upon the appearance of the party complained against, to 
or proof of the personal service of such .summons, or upon proof of 
such summons having been left at the last place of residence or of 
business of the party offending or complained against, proceed to the 
adjudication of such alleged offence 3 and that if upon confession of 
the party, or on the oath of any One or more credible witness or 15 
witnesses (which oath the said Justices arc hereby empowered and 
required to administer), the party accused shall appear to have com- 
mitted such offence, then and in every such case the said J ustices shall . 
and may impose upon the offender such line, forfeiture or penalty as 
by this Act such offender is made subject and liable to; and the amount 20 
of such fine or penalty, with or without the costs of conviction, to 
he ascertained by such Justices, shall be forthwith paid by the party 
so convicted as aforesaid ; and in ease of non-payment thereof, then 
the same, together with the costs of conviction and recovery, to be 
ascertained as aforesaid, shall and may, by warrant under the hands 25 
and seals of such Justices (which they are hereby authorized and 
required to grant), be levied and recovered by distress and sale of 
the goods and chattels of such offender wheresoever the same can be 
found, and that the surplus (if any) arising from such distress and 
sale, after deducting such fine or penalty, together with the costs 30 
of conviction and the reasonable expenses attendant upon such 
distress and sale, shall be rendered to the owner or owners of 
the goods and chattels so distrained ; and that if upon the return 
of such warrant it shall appear that no sufficient distress can be 
found, or in ease the said fine or penally, and such costs as afore- 35 
said, shall not be forthwith paid, or in case it shall appear to 
such Justices, either by confession of the offender or other- 
wise, that such offender hath not sufficient goods or chattels whereout 
such fine or penalty and costs may he levied, it shall and may he 
lawful to and for the said Justices, by warrant under their hands 45 
and seals, to commit such offender to the common gaol, or any house 
of correction, or other prison in the said county, there to remain 
without hail or mainprize for any time not exceeding One calendar 
Month, where the fine or penalty imposed shall not exceed Five 
Pounds, and not exceeding Three Months in any case, unless such 
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fine or penalty, together with all such costs and expenses as aforesaid, 
shall be sooner paid and satisfied. 



Provided always, and be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful Lov/lL- 
forthe Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors of SSSd- 
5 Ireland, at his and their discretion, to remit or mitigate any penalty or tieB ' &Cl 
forfeiture or punishment incurred under this Act, and to order the 
restoration of any Arms, gunpowder or ammunition, or other article, 
seized under the authority of this Act, upon such terms and subject to 
such conditions as to him or them shall seem fitting. 

io And be it Enacted, I hat if in any prosecution or proceeding under 
this Act any question shall arise as to whether any person is duly 
licensed within the meaning thereof for any of the purposes for which 
a license is required by this Act, or as to whether any person has 
given any notice or declaration required by this Act, the proof that 
15 such person is so licensed, or has given such notice or declaration, 
shall lie on the party against whom such prosecution or proceeding 
shall be lmd, and not on the party complaining : Provided, That it shall 
be lawful for the Court to impose costs upon any person who may 
have made a vexatious complaint. 



46. 

Proof of 
Lie onse to lie 
on the person 
claiming the 
benefit of it. 



20 And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Grand Jury 
of every county, county of a city and county of a town in Ireland, at 
each Assizes, and for the Grand Jury at each presenting term for the 
county and county of the city of Dublin, and they are hereby respec- 
tively required to present such sums to be raised off the county as 
25 shall have been necessarily disbursed by the Paymaster of the con- 
stabulary force in marking arms under the provisions of this Act in 
such county, county of a city or town, and such sums as shall appear 
to them to have been necessarily disbursed, shall be paid to such pay- 
master ; and it shall be also lawful for the said Grand Juries, at each 
30 Assizes or presenting term, to present such sums as may be necessary 
to pay the Clerks of the Peace and Petty Sessions respectively for 
their trouble and expenses in the execution of this Act. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That nothing in this Act con- 
tained shall apply to or affect any person serving in Her Majesty’s 
35 Forces, or in any corps of Militia or Yeomanry actually embodied, or 
on the staff of the Militia, or any officer or man of the Constabulary 
Force or Metropolitan Police, or Coast Guard or Revenue Police, 
in respect of any Arms or Ammunition intrusted to or used by any 
of them in their respective capacities as aforesaid. 



47- . 

Grand Juries 
may present 
Sums for 
paying Clerks 
of the Peace 
for executing 
this Act. 



48. 

This Act not 
to extend to 
Her Majesty s 
Forces, &e. 



4 9. 

40 Provided always, and be it Enacted, That licenses shall be required Members of 

» ii a it Yeomanry 

lor all Arms kept by any member of any Yeomanry Corps, not actually Corps to 
embodied, and the same shall be registered and marked pursuant to ff tleir 
469. c 3 the 
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the aforesaid provisions, nml the registry and license lor keeping l| le 
same shall specify and distinguish which of the Anns mentioned 
therein belong to Her Majesty, and are intrusted to such person as a 
member of the said corps ; and every member of such corps shall be 
liable to all the penalties and provisions of this Act in respect of any j 
Arms found in his possession not mentioned in such license, or not 
duly marked. 

Ami be it Enacted, That if' any Clerk of the Peace or Clerk of Petty 
Sessions skill wilfully contravene or disobey any o 1 the provisions of 
this Act, he shall for each such offence be liable to be sued lor the jo, 
sum of One hundred Pounds, to be recovered by an action of debt, 
or information, in the name of Her Majesty s Attorney-General, 
in any of Her Majesty’s Superior Courts of Record at Dublin ; and 
the Jury may in any such action find a verdict for the sum of One 
hundred Pounds, or for any sum not less than Ten Pounds, as they 15 
shall think just; and the defendant: against whom such verdict 
shall be found shall pay the amount thereof with full costs of suit to 
the use of Her Majesty. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That nothing herein contained 
shall in anywise prejudice or affect the right of any party aggrieved 20 
by any such misconduct of any Clerk of the Peace or Clerk of Petty 
Sessions to recover in an action on the case, or such other action as 
such person may by law be then entitled to maintain. 

And be it Enacted, That all such acts, matters and things ns by 
this Act arc authorized or required to be done by or in relation to any 25 
Justices at Petty Sessions or Clerk of Petty Sessions, shall and may, 
in the county of the city of Dublin and within the police district of 
Dublin metropolis, be done by or in relation to the Divisional Justices 
at their offices, and the Chief Clerks at such offices respectively, and 
that all such acts, matters and .things as arc authorized or required 3Q 
to be done by or in relation to any Provincial Inspector, County 
Inspector, or Sub-Inspector, shall and may be done in the said county 
and within the said police district, by or in relation to the Commis- 
sioners of Police, or either of them, acting in and for the said police 
district, and that wherever mention is made in this Act of the Con* 35 
stabulary Force, the provision shall, in the case of the said county and 
within the limits of trie said police district, be taken to apply to the 
police force of the said district; and that all and every the jurisdic- 
tions, powers and authorities by this Act given to the Justices at any 
General or Quarter Sessions of the Peace, shall and may be exercised 4 ° 
in the city of Dublin by the Recorder of the said city, and in every 
other borough, having a separate Court of Quarter Sessions of the 
Peace, by the Recorder of such borough presiding at such Sessions. 

AND 
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AND whereas there are some places not included in any Petty Prov |-^ 
Sessions distiict ; BE it therefore Enacted, That all such acts, mat- prices not in- 
ters and things as by this Act are authorized or required to be* done Sty 
by or in relation to any Clerk of Petty Sessions, shall and may in such sio, ‘^ Diatlic( - 
5 places be done by or in relation to the Clerk of the Peace acting in 
and for the county, county of a city or town wherein such place may 
be situated, and that all and every the proceedings herein directed to 
be had before, and the jurisdictions hereby given to, the Justices at 
Petty Sessions, shall and may in every such place be had before and 
io exeicised by any Two or more Justices of the Peace acting in and for 
such place so not included in any Petty Sessions district; and that 
such Justices as last aforesaid shall themselves transmit to the Clerks 
of the Peace all such notices as are by this Act directed to be 
transmitted to such officers by the Clerks of Petty Sessions in the 
15 case of Justices acting at Petty Sessions. 

And be it Enacted, That in case any action or suit shall be com- Limitation of 
menced against any person or persons for any matter or thing done or L WU! ” 
executed in pursuance of this Act, such action or suit shall be com- 
menced within Three calendar Months next after the alleged cause of 
20 action shall accrue ; and the defendant or defendants in such action 
may plead the general issue, and give this Act and the special matter 
in evidence on any trial to be had thereon, and prove that the same 
was done under the authority of this Act. 



30 



35 



40 



And be it Enacted, That the Justices before whom any person General form 
shall be convicted of any offence against this Act shall and may ofCoilvlctlon- 
cause the record of such conviction to be drawn up in the man- 
ner and form following, or in any words to the same effect, as the 
case shall require ; (videlicet) 

1 owit.y<BE it remembered, That on this day 

J of in the year of the reign of 

A. B. is convicted before 

Her Majesty’s Justices of the Peace for the said county 
of , [or, for the division of the said county 

of , or for the city, liberty or town of , 

as the case shall happen to be], for 

> and do adjudge him 

[or, her or them, as the case may be] to pay and forfeit 
for the same the sum of . Given 

under the day and year 

aforesaid.” 



And be it Enacted, That no order, judgment or conviction made Proceedings 
touching or concerning any of the matters in this Act contained, or qSLhedfor 
of any proceedings to be had touching the conviction of any offender ’ vrant ot forra ' 
or offenders against this Act, shall be quashed for want of form, or 
be removed or removable by Certiorari, or any other writ or process 
4^9* . c 4 whatsoever, 
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whatsoever, into any of Her Majesty’s Courts ol Record at Dublin; 
and where any distress shall be made for any sum or sums ol money 
to be levied by virtue of this Act, the distress itself shall not he deemed 
unlawful, nor the [tarty or parties making the same bo deemed a tres- 
passer or trespassers, on account of any defect or want of form in ,5 
the summons, conviction, warrant of distress, or any other proceeding 
relating thereto, nor shall the party or parties distraining he deemed a 
trespasser or trespassers ah initio on account of any irregularity which 
shall be afterwards committed by the party or parlies distraining, but 
the person or persons aggrieved by such irregularity shall and may 10 
recover full satisfaction for the special damage (if any) in an action 
on the case ; but no plaintiff or plaintiffs shall recover in any action 
for such irregularity as aforesaid if tender of sufficient amends hath 
been made by or on the behalf of the party distraining before such 
action brought. 15 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That if any person or persons 
convicted of any offence punishable by this Act shall think him, her 
or themselves aggrieved by the judgment of the Justices before 
whom he, she or they shall have been convicted, it shall be lawful 
for such person or persons from time to time to appeal to the qo 
Justices at the next General or General Quarter Sessions of the Peace 
which shall be held for the city, county, division, liberty, town or 
place where such judgment shall have been given, and that the execu- 
tion of such judgment shall in such case be suspended, the person or 
persons so convicted entering into a recognizance within Twenty-four 25 
Hours of the time of such conviction, with Two sufficient sureties, in 
double the sum which such person or persons shall have been adjudged 
to pay or forfeit, upon condition to prosecute such appeal with effect, 
and to be forthcoming to abide the judgment and determination of the 
Justices at their said next General or General Quarter Sessions ; which ^ 
recognizance the Justices before whom such conviction shall he 
had, is and are hereby empowered and required to take ; and the 
Justices in the said General or General Quarter Sessions are hereby 
authorized and required to hear and finally determine the matter of 
every such appeal, and to award such costs as to them shall appear just gr- 
and reasonable to be paid by either party; and if upon hearing the 
said appeal, the judgment of the Justices before whom the appel- 
lant or appellants shall have been convicted, shall be confirmed, 
such appellant or appellants shall forthwith pay down the sum he, she or 
they shall have been adjudged to have forfeited, together with such costs 
as the said Justices in their said General or General Quarter Sessions 
shall award to he paid to the prosecutor or informer for defraying the 
expenses sustained by reason of any such appeal ; and in default of the 
appellant’s paying the same, any Two Justices, or any One Justice ot 
the Peace having jurisdiction in the place into which any such appel- 
lant or appellants shall escape, or where lie, she or they shall reside, 

shall 
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shall and may, fey warrant under their hands and seals, or his h a „ d and 
seal, commit any such appellant or appellants to the common gaol of 
the city, county, division or place, where he, she or they shall be ap- 
prehended, until he, she or they shall male payment of such penalty 
5 and of the costs and charges which shall be adjudged on the conviction ; 

but if the appellant or appellants in any such appeal shall mate c «tst» 
good his, her or their appeal, and be discharged of the said conviction, mfijTgLt 
reasonable costs shall be awarded to the appellant or appellants Awe “ 1 ' 
against such prosecutor or inform Jf and which costs shall and may 
to he recovered by the appellant or appellants against any such prose- 
cutor or informer, in like manner as costs given at any General 
or General Quarter Sessions are recoverable : Provided always, That 
no person shall be detained in prison for any such offence for any 
greater length of time than Three calendar Months. 

>5 And be it Enacted, That this Act shall commence and take effect cJilL. 
from such day not later than Six. calendar Months next after the £S*£?tf 
passing of this Act, as the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor tU!a 4 ct > aud 
or Governors of Ireland in council shall, by order to be published in !«Ko^ 
the Dublin Gazette, fix and appoint in the present year, and shall be ^ 

20 and continue in force for Two Years, and from thence until the 
End of the then next Session of Parliament, from such day, and 
that until such day an Act passed in the forty-seventh year of the 
reign of his Majesty King George the Third, intituled, “ An Act to 
prevent improper Persons from having Arms in Ireland, and the 
25 several Acts continuing and amending the same,” and also an Act 
passed in the first year of the reign of his late Majesty, intituled, 

“ An Act to regulate for One Year the Importation of Arms, Gun- 
powder and Ammunition into Ireland, and the making, removing, 
selling, and keeping of Arms, Gunpowder and Ammunition in 
3 ° Ireland, 1 ' and the several Acts continuing and amending the same, 
shall be and continue in force, but that from and after such day the 
said Acts shall be, and the same are hereby repealed, without preju- 
dice, nevertheless, to any proceeding had, or the recovery of any 
penalty incurred, under the provisions of the said Acts. 

35 And be it Enacted, That in lire construction of this Act, the word inteiWa- 
“ Arms” shall be deemed and construed to include every description lion “ ause ‘ 
of fire-arms and air-guns, and no other weapon whatever; and that 
the words “ County of a City or County of a Town,” shall apply and 
extend to any borough having a separate court of Quarter Sessions ; 

40 and that all words importing the singular number or the masculine 
gender only, shall be understood to include several matters as well 
as one matter, and several persons as well as one person, and females 
as well as males, and bodies corporate as well as individuals, unless 
469. D it 
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it be otherwise specially provided, or there be something in the subject 
or context repugnant to such construction. 



And be it Enacted, That the said Lord Lieutenant or other Chief 
Governor or Governors of Ireland shall cause an Abstract of the pro- 
visions of this Act to be prepared, and shall, m such manner as he or 
they shall think convenient, cause such Abstract to be printed, pub- 
lished, posted or distributed for the information of all persons in 
Ireland affected by the enactments herein contained. 



5 



And be it Enacted, That this Act may bo amended or repealed by 
any Act to be passed in this present Session of Parliament. 



schedules 
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SCHEDULES 

To WHICH THIS ACT REFERS. 



(A.) 

Form of Application for License to keep Arms. 

To the Clerk of the Petty Sessions [held at for the county of 

or for the county of the city, or county of the town of as the case 

may be.] 

I [here specify, if the person applying shall be resident in a 

county at. large, and not within a city, town or borough, the parish, barony or townland ; 
or if such person shall be resident in a city, town or borough, the parish and street in 
which he shall be resident] do hereby apply for a License to be granted to me at the next 
General Sessions of Lite Fence, to be held at [in and for the county 

of } or for the county of the city or county of the town of 

as the case may be], to keep at [here specify the place or places within 

the barony, parish or street where the Arms are kept or intended to be kept] the Arms 
described at the foot hereof. 

Date Signature 



Guns. 


Pistols. 


Any other description of Arms, 
naming them. 









(B.) 



Form of License to keep Arms. 

This is to certify, That at a Court of General Sessions of the Peace held at 
iu and for the county of [or, for the county of the city or county of 

the town of as the case may be], A. B., of 

[here specify the residence of the party licensed, as stated in his application for License] 
was this day licensed to keep at [here specify the place, as stated 

in the application] thu following Arms, which arc to be marked with the number 
and with the letters 



Guns. 


Pistols. 


Any other description of Arms, 
naming them. 









Given at the General Sessions of the Peace of day 

of One thousand eight hundred 

Signatures «L P. 



• J. P. 

Clerk of the Peace. 



469. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




( 28 ) 



(C.) 

Form of Certificate t.o bo granted at Petty Sessions, in lion of License destroyed, 
defaced or lost.. 

Whereas at, the General Sessions of the Peace held at in and 

for the county of [or for the county of the city or county of the town of 

as the case may be] a License to keep the Arms herein mentioned 
a t was granted to A. B., of which Arms are marked 

with the number and the letters And whereas it hns been proved to the 

satisfaction of us and Esquires of Ilcr Majesty’s 

Justices of the Peace for the said county, assembled in Petty Sessions hold for the said 
county, at being the Petty Sessions for the district wherein the said 

A. B. resides, that the said License has been [destroyed, defaced or lost, as the case may 
be] : Now we do hereby grant the said this Certificate, to be 

in lieu and stead of the said License, and of the like force and effect. 

Given under our hands this day of 

(signed) 



Guns. 


Pistols. 


Any other description of Anns, 
naming them. 










I, A. B. [here specify, if the person shall be resident in a county at large, and not within 
a city, town or borough, the parish, barony and town land ; or if the person shall be | 
resident in a city, town or borough, the parish and street in which lie shall ho resident] 
do hereby certify, that on the day in the year 

I purchased [or obtained] from 0. D. [here specify the residence 
of the person or dealer from whom the Arms were bought or obtained], who is a licensed 
dealer in or maker of Arms [or a person duly licensed to keep Arms, us the case may be] 
the following Arms, viz. 



Guns. 


Pistols. 


Any other description of Arms, 
naming them. 









and that I intend to keep the said Arms at [bore specify the place where the Amis are 
intended to be kept.] 

Date — — Signature — — 
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(E.) 

ft.™ of Notice to lie given to the Cleek of the Petty Sessions by licensed Person 
disposing of Arms. 

I, A. B., of [here specify the residence of the person giving the notice] being a [licensed 
dealer m or maker of Arms, or a person duly licensed to keep Arms, us the case may be! 
do hereby give notice, that on the c j a y 0 f J J 

I sold [or disposed of] the following Arms, viz. 



Guns. 


Pistols. 


Any other description of Arms, 
naming them 









to C. D. of [here opecify the abode of the person acquiring the Arms]. 



Date 



Signature . 



(F.) 

Poem of Ceetificate of Two or more Justices to be obtained by Person applying for 
License to deal in Gunpowder. 

„^ E ’ Esquires, being of Her Majesty’s Justices 

of the 1 eace for the county of assembled in Petty Sessions, held 

at . for flw said county, being the Petty Sessions for the district 

wherein A. B. intends to carry on [or carries on] the trade of n dealer in and seller of 
Gunpowder, do hereby certify, that the said A. B. is a proper person to obtain a License 
to carry on the said trade of a dealer in and seller of Gunpowder, and that his stores 
are secure and fit for the purpose of keeping Gunpowder. 

. our )l£l " ds ‘Ms day of One thousand 

eight hundred 

(signed) 



469. 
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(G.) 

Foul orcmrtmcin to pudm Chmwwiw* for Mnftdo or Bi.astikg. 

^y E being of Her Majesty's Justices of the Peace ior 

the county of do hereby grant to A. 13. this Certificate, authorizing him to 

purchase of Gunpowder, to be used for the purpose of mining [or, blasting] 

being satisfied that such Gunpowder is wanted for that purpose, and that the said A. B. 
is, in our judgment, a fit person to be entrusted therewith. 

Given under our hands this tlii y o1 ' 0ne thonsaud 

eight hundred 

(signed) 



(H.) 

Form of Certificate of Two or more Justices of the Pback, to be obtained by 
Person applying for License to make, mend, repair or sell Arms. 

■\y E being of Her Majesty's Justices of the Peace for 

the county of , assembled in Petty Sessions, held at 

for the said county, do hereby certify, that A. 13. is a proper person to obtain a License 
to make or repair or deal in Arms [as the case may be.] 

Given under our hands this day of One thousand 

eiuht hundred 

(signed) 
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